
Conserving the Lowcountry with you since 1971

We know that we can’t protect all the 
places, but by the grace of God and your 

help, for the next generation we’ll try.” 
— Colden Battey

 2023 HIGHLIGHTS & 2022 ANNUAL REPORT

“
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Conservation rests on the shoulders of the next generation. They are listening. And 
because of your vision and commitment to the conservation of the places we all 
hold dear, the children of today are becoming the leaders of tomorrow. 

When you support the Open Land Trust, you give the gift of time to help us conserve 
land. You are demonstrating what it means to care. They are following your example.

We entrust future generations with the gift of time, and land, by what we do today. 
We know that once the land is gone, there’s often no going back. We lean into a 
problem and come up with creative solutions to balance thoughtful growth while 
maintaining long-term connections to our history, culture, and special places. 

And because of you, the next generation of Beaufortonians will know and cherish 
the same lands and waters you love. 

We are in a period of great hope and conviction as more people stand up to 
conserve what they love. 

They thank you, and so do I. 

Warmly,

Kristin Williams, Executive Director

Over the past eighteen months there have been many challenges facing our corner of the world but there have also 
been moments of hope and cause for celebration. 

As a mother of two young children, I love seeing the world through my children’s eyes, without judgement and 
always taking time to notice and appreciate the small things around us. 

As they have gotten older, ages 7 and 9, they understand more and they are listening to what adults are saying 
around them. What I have noticed recently is that every time they hear me talking about a problem, they jump to 
offer a solution. They are natural problem-solvers. They approach a situation with determination and a creative 
vision. They have conviction. 

This is not unique to my children. Across the Lowcountry, as our land trust works with schools, communities, and 
local families, I have witnessed a similar courage and conviction.

As we support the St. Helena community to protect its rural character and cultural heritage as a developer threatens 
the integrity of local zoning to build a golf course and gated community where they are not currently allowed — 
students took notice. 

When the community of St. Helena met earlier this year, I watched several middle and elementary school students 
speak in front of a crowd of almost six hundred people and passionately stand up for their future. 

I watched my daughter write multiple letters of opposition to the development to County Council. When she began 
writing her second letter I asked, “But you already submitted a letter?” and was met with “Well, I have more to say!”

Students from Beaufort Elementary are starting a group called “Stewards of the Bluff” where they will safeguard and 
help care for the land trust’s first conservation property. They are getting involved in land conservation and taking 
ownership in caring for the health of the land and water central to our community. 

The gift of hope and joy, the gift of time
In a world that often feels upside down, what gives you hope? 

Because of you,  
the next generation of 

Beaufortonians will know 
and cherish the same 

lands and waters you love. 
We are in a period of great 

hope and conviction as 
more people stand up to 

conserve what they love.”

“
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In May, OLT closed on a conservation easement on “Cotton Hall”, protecting 190 acres of the historic property. 

The conservation easement is part of a larger partnership between the South Carolina Conservation Bank, the 
Open Space Institute and Beaufort County to conserve an additional 527 acres as a public park.  This partnership 
protected the entire 716 acres — the historic homesite, grounds and the larger natural areas. Some of the 
property will have public access, some private, and all with benefit to the Ashepoo, Combahee and Edisto (ACE) 
Basin and Port Royal Sound watersheds. 

Open Space Institute secured the property when it was listed for sale. Partnership expanded the opportunity; thanks 
to your support along with funding from Beaufort County’s Rural and Critical Land Preservation Program and the 
South Carolina Conservation Bank, this property will provide habitat and recreation forever.  

The property features forests, open fields and a large saltwater pond. Cotton Hall’s location is important because 
it adds to the already conserved Tomotely and Bindon conservation neighbors and fronts a 2.5 mile rural tree-
canopied section of U.S. Highway 17 and was annexed into the Town of Yemassee..

Thankfully, Cotton Hall will be here for generations to come. OLT is deeply grateful for your support and our 
partners’ tireless efforts to protect Cotton Hall.  It shows our community’s deep appreciation of our natural 
resources is truly a credit to the collaborative efforts of conservationists and dedicated community leaders.

When conservation expands,  
history, wildlife and people benefit
A historic homesite is protected forever

OSI is proud to be part of this project and thanks Beaufort County and OLT for their 
partnership to protect the whole tract and to provide public access to nature and add to a 

growing network of protected land in this beautiful part of the state.”

– Nate Berry, Chief Land Protection Officer, Open Space Institute

“
OPEN SPACE INSTITUTE OPEN SPACE INSTITUTE OPEN SPACE INSTITUTE OPEN SPACE INSTITUTE

OPEN SPACE INSTITUTE

P R O T E C T E D  F O R E V E R  I N  2 0 2 3
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Landowner Mike Oates feels 
good about the family’s decision. 
He smiled and said, “Buckfield 
Plantation has been part of the 
Lowcountry since the late 1700s.  
We view ourselves as the latest 
in a long line of custodians of the 
land and we are proud to have 
partnered with OLT to protect this 
beautiful property in perpetuity.”

This project builds upon the 
conservation momentum in this 
area, stitching protected parcels 
together that help to connect 
protected lands from the ACE 
Basin to the Savannah River. This 
private conservation easement will 
surround public access property, 
enhancing the public’s enjoyment.

Now protected forever, Buckfield 
will support clean water 
downstream in the Broad River and 
Port Royal Sound watershed and 
protect important wildlife habitat. 
Land protection here also buffers 
rapidly growing communities in 
Beaufort and Jasper Counties. 

The protection of this property was 
made possible through partnership 
with the landowners whose ethic 

compelled them to protect what 
they love and the shared investment 
of state and private grants from the 
South Carolina Conservation Bank, 
The Ceres Foundation and The 
Nature Conservancy. 

This project followed other 
successful conservation projects by 
partner conservation organizations, 
Open Space Institute and the 
Nature Conservancy on adjacent 
properties that total a 12,000-acre 
assemblage. Those neighboring 
12,000 acres will be transferred 
to the State of South Carolina 
Department of Natural Resources 
(SCDNR) to become the state’s 
newest Wildlife Management Area 
– public land available for hunting, 
hiking, fishing, and nature study. 

OLT is grateful to the Oates family 
for seeing a conservation future 
in their region and doing their 
part in protecting their property 
forever, benefitting everyone in the 
watershed who enjoys unspoiled 
access to healthy natural resources.

Protecting a family homestead, protecting a watershed

We view ourselves as  
the latest in a long line 

of custodians of the land 
and we are proud to have 

partnered with OLT to 
protect this beautiful 

property in perpetuity.” 
– Mike Oates

“

For the greater part of a year, OLT worked with landowners to conserve 
2,064 acres in Hampton County.  This privately owned property is a 
family homestead and was the first property subdivided from the parent 
Buckfield tract. The protected property retains the Buckfield name and 
is home to the historic Hampton Stokes property, historic rice fields, the 
backwaters of the Tullifinny River, agricultural fields and lush forests.

P R O T E C T E D  F O R E V E R  I N  2 0 2 3
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This July, OLT protected Bowers Farm in 
partnership with the Bowers Family, the 
Department of Defense (DoD) and the 
South Carolina Conservation Bank.  

Robert Bowers, eldest brother in the 
Bowers Family, described the 488-acre 
property as a family retreat, a homeplace. 
Spending time at the farm, he and his 
siblings gained a deep love for nature and 
the family continues to create memories 
with their children and grandchildren 
fishing in the ponds or walking the many 
meandering trails.  

Bowers Farm sits along the South Wimbee 
River in the St Helena Sound in the ACE 
Basin, north of Marine Corps Air Station 
Beaufort.  Preferring to fly over farms and 
forest than houses and shopping centers 
— the Department of Defense helped fund 
the conservation of the family property.   

Military partnerships like this protect 
wildlife habitat for birds like the bald 
eagle, scenic forested road frontage, keep 
our rivers and creeks clean AND improve 
military operations here in Beaufort.  MCAS 
Beaufort and the OLT have been partners 
on these types of projects for almost 15 
years, protecting over 9,000 acres near and 
around Bowers Farm and the air station. 

Our partnership with DoD, Conservation 
Bank and the Bowers family shows how 
powerful and beneficial land conservation 
can be when we work together.   

This wouldn’t be possible without caring 
supporters like you.  

Coming home to 
the family farm

Imagine a future where the last 30 years of collaborative, community-led 
conservation are undone.

That’s a startling thought. 

The truth is today the Lowcountry faces some of the strongest development 
pressures in the United States.  Combine that with skyrocketing land prices 
and the love-spell the beauty of our region has, it’s no wonder the Broad 
River corridor and the Port Royal Sound need your passion and protection. 

In Jasper County we have a unique but time-limited opportunity. There are 
many long-time family landowners who deeply cherish the land and the 
community and want to partner to conserve farms, forests, and wetlands. 

That gives us hope. 

Yet, recent property sales in the area signify an alarming trend as national 
homebuilders pursue development on a large scale — forever altering the 
character of Jasper County.  

What also gives us hope is communities putting conservation first. Locally, 
the Jasper County Council passed a nine-month development moratorium in the county. This will give the people 
of Jasper County time to update a comprehensive planning and zoning code with conservation in mind.  

Regionally, Beaufort County voters recently passed a two-year sales tax in November 2022 generating $100 million 
for land protection that can be spent in neighboring counties. 

Federally, in March 2023, more than two million acres from the Edisto to the Savannah River was officially 
designated by the Department of Defense as the Lowcountry Sentinel Landscape, the 11th Sentinel Landscape in 
the country. This timely designation increases access to federal conservation funding for land protection. 

With great challenges come great opportunities and we have all the ingredients for success given the opportunity 
in front of us.

Time is of the essence
Great challenges present great opportunities

A hopeful future in the  
Port Royal Sound watershed 

means responsible growth,  
safeguarding lands for wildlife, 

working lands for livelihoods 
and leaving a conservation 

legacy we can all be proud of.”
– Milton Woods, Jasper County native

“

ERIC HORAN

P R O T E C T E D  F O R E V E R  I N  2 0 2 3 O N  T H E  H O R I Z O N
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Honoring our past and protecting our future
Continuing the tradition 

Betty, John and Marguerite didn’t set out to save the Lowcountry.  
Not at first.

When John Trask, Jr., Betty Waskiewicz, and Marguerite Broz were 
born in the 1930’s and 1940’s, Highway 21 coming into Beaufort was a 
road made of oyster shells. Beaufort County could be described as an 
undiscovered, sea-island paradise.

Brunch on the Bluff
Celebrate with us! The official birthday party of the Open Land Trust is 
an annual spring event to celebrate the founding of South Carolina’s first 
land trust — and you, our wonderful supporters.

SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY APRIL 27, 2024

This is one of my favorite 
events celebrating the 

protection of our special  
places. Thank goodness 

 for the OLT!”
– Ivey Savage, Brunch Committee Chair

“

Salt Marsh
 Phifer Contracting

Spanish Moss
 Adams Outdoor Advertising
 Brown & Norton Law

Longleaf
 Amelie and Phil Cromer
 Serendipity
 Pure Insurance
 Higher Ground
 Kinghorn Insurance
 CT Lowndes Insurance
 Montgomery Architecture
 Gasque and Associates
 Alphagraphics

The Bluff
 Somerset Advisory
  Charleston Oral and Facial Surgery
 Atlantic Asphalt
  Lloyd Williams, Realtor with 

Lowcountry Real Estate
 Sea Island Tree Care
 Lynn and Wheeler, CPA
 Farm Bureau Insurance

Special Thanks
 Susan Mason Catering
 Paul Nurnberg Photography
 Campfire Tyler

2023 Sponsors

Betty Waskiewicz, John Trask, Jr. and Marguerite Broz celebrating the 
Open Land Trust’s 20th birthday.

DWAYNE BUFFINGTON/GAZETTE

But in 1971, after seeing a for-
sale sign on an iconic waterfront 
lot along the eastern edge of Bay 
Street in downtown Beaufort,  
the three knew something had 
to be done.   

Unfortunately, haphazard 
development was coming, and 
it was coming fast. And the 
beautiful, open views from the 
Bay Street Bluff were in danger of 
being lost forever.

Betty, John and Marguerite 
joined forces and did something 
incredible when they purchased 
the property to conserve the 
remarkable views of the  
Beaufort River. 

The three weren’t sure how they 
were going to pay for it, or what 
they were going to do with the 
property when they put it under 
contract. But they knew they had 
to protect the view to the river 
and the town’s sense of place. 

And they knew they couldn’t 
do it alone. The trio’s mantra, 
“something has to be done” would 
galvanize the community. Bay 
Street Bluff was where it began 

and from there it was Bellamy  
Curve. A movement had started. 

Betty, John and Marguerite 
reached out to the heart of 
Beaufort – families and friends to 
host gatherings and luncheons. 
“Chicken Salad Luncheons” hosted 
by ordinary people of Beaufort with 
extraordinary vision raised  
the funds to help buy some of  
our most iconic properties, setting 
them aside for generations to come.

Without realizing it, they created 
a Beaufort tradition of saving the 
world, one chicken salad luncheon 
at a time. In 2021, we brought these 
luncheons back to life. 

As one recent brunch hostess, Carole 
Longmeyer puts it, “What they 
have done in the last five decades is 
amazing. The biggest reason we have 
all this beauty, all this open space, all 
the green sweetgrass and blue water 
vistas is the OLT.”  

We know these lunches wouldn’t 
happen without caring supporters 
like you who take action, and bring 
people together to conserve the 
lands that define our region.  
Thank you for continuing the 
tradition. 
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OLT board member, Beek Webb and his wife, Cathy, have lived on 
Coosaw Island for over 40 years, spending a great deal of their time 
outdoors. During the COVID-19 pandemic, they found themselves 
spending even more time walking and exploring the island’s treasures. 
On one of their morning walks they noticed some interesting features in 
the marsh that did not look natural. 

Beek’s curiosity was piqued. He began investigating. 

After many site visits with experts and more research, it was determined 
that the Webbs stumbled upon a piece of untold history. The beauty of the 
marsh they walked every morning held more than the deer, egrets, heron 
and woodstorks: it held a piece of the Lowcountry’s past.  

The unusual features they found turned out to be rows upon rows of beds 
and dikes created by enslaved people that were used to cultivate Sea Island 
cotton. The Sea Island Cotton industry was one of the most important 
economic forces in South Carolina from the late 1700s until the Civil War. 
Few remaining sites are known to exist.  

Hidden in plain sight   
Conservation uncovers history, culture and healing

Over the past three years the Open Land Trust has worked with three 
local families to purchase multiple parcels of land totaling roughly 120 
acres which includes these rare, historic cotton fields and the adjacent 
lands surrounding them, protecting them from future development. 

“I’m happy the land is protected. I have lived on Coosaw Island since 1981 
and this is the home of my father and his family and my wife’s family. We 
never knew this was here,” Reverend Isaiah Smalls says of the project.

The South Carolina Department of Natural Resources Heritage Trust 
Board has started the approval process with hopes to eventually take 
ownership of the property and provide public access.

Until now, almost no one knew these fields existed. As Beek puts it, “It is 
amazing to think what we can find if we slow down and pay attention. It 
also makes you wonder how much of our history may have been lost.”  

But not all is lost. Queen Quet, Cheiftess of the Gullah/
Geechee Nation shares, “I look forward to sharing the 
history and legacy of native Gullah/Geechees from Coosaw 
including the stories and voices of my family members.  
Conserving these spaces will allow future generations of 
people to be able to step back in time and see and feel 
these historic places in a natural state.”  

This land holds stories that have yet to be told. Stories that are hard to find and even more difficult to comprehend. 
Yet Queen Quet has hope, “This will open the space for all of us to walk through together and GOD willing, we will all 
come out healed.” Protecting this land will ensure that these stories will be told for generations, keeping history alive. 

The beauty of the marsh they 
walked every morning held 
more than the deer, egrets, 

heron and woodstorks: it held a 
piece of the Lowcountry’s past.

 Conserving these spaces will allow  
future generations of people to be able to  
step back in time and see and feel these 

historic places in a natural state.”
– Queen Quet, Chieftess of the Gullah Geechee Nation

“
NURNBERG PHOTOGRAPHY

P R O T E C T E D  F O R E V E R  I N  2 0 2 2
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Grateful for you and this place

St. Helena Island is a special place filled with special people. The land, 
the people and the water are all interconnected and have been for 
generations. Protecting land on St. Helena is about more than protecting 
the soil, it is about protecting a living culture. 

Katie Daise, a 93-year-old native Gullah-Geechee from St. Helena Island 
knows this all too well. 

Katie’s family land is located on Village Creek. It is a place that holds happy 
memories of times past. Katie wanted to make sure these memories and 
many more would always be there for her family, many of whom have 
moved away from St. Helena. She lovingly said of her decision, “I want them 
to have a place to come visit that they can say ‘We are going home.’” 

And now, she and her family truly can come home.

In December 2022, Katie protected her land forever. In partnership with 
the Rural and Critical Lands Preservation Program and the Open Land Trust, 
Katie conserved her property with a conservation easement.

Katie is a remarkable woman with foresight and a vision that is rooted in 
her love of family and place. Thank you for making it possible to work with 
fellow community members like Katie who wish to leave a lasting legacy of 
the Lowcountry for all generations.

A place to call home
Protecting land and family for generations to come

I want them to have a  
place to come visit that they 
can say ‘We are going home.’

– Katie Daise

“

I first became aware of the Open Land Trust when they protected Bay 
Street on the Bluff in the 1970’s. This opened up the magnificent vista of 
Beaufort River for everyone. 

Shortly after the NAPA auto parts store on Bellamy curve was removed, 
opening the dramatic view of the Beaufort River and Lady’s Island. It was 
only later that I learned this was just a small part of what the land trust has 
accomplished over its five decades. 

It’s inspiring: our community has conserved more than 30,000 acres — over 
3,000 protected in 2023 alone. It’s lands that border our rivers, creeks and 
marshes, and sites of historic significance. It’s land that if developed, would change the character of Beaufort forever. 

Yet, to know you, and many other hardworking, passionate folks have come together to make sure that doesn’t 
happen, fills me with joy. You’ve made all our lives – our children’s and grandchildren’s lives — better. Thank you.

Smart growth while protecting the very fabric of the Beaufort Lowcountry is possible.  The conservation 
of these beloved farms, marshes, forests and open spaces could not have been done without the generous 
support of dedicated, visionary people like you who care about the future of Beaufort.
As we enter our 53rd year, we ask for your continued support. We know that we can’t protect all the places, but by 
the grace of God and your help, we’ll try.   

Warmly,

Colden Battey, President

Thanks to you, Beaufort is a place we can all call home. 

As a nationally accredited-land trust, we believe in 
building an organization that is here to stay. Your gifts are 
investments in the future of all who visit Beaufort—as well 
as the wildlife and community members who call it home. 

2022 Annual Report Highlights 
What a difference you’ve made 

Our success is your success
For every dollar raised from individual supporters, an 
additional $6 dollars was leveraged through local, state 
and federal conservation funding maximizing the quantity 
and quality of projects we can do together. It’s an incredible 
return on your investment in conservation that lasts forever.

2022 Revenue
Individuals & Business $322,758

Foundations & Grants $2,432,533
(includes non-cash conservation easement values)

Special Events $80,855

Other Income ($196,832)
(includes unrealized investment losses)

Total $2,639,314

2022 Expenses
Program Services $2,544,615
Fundraising $147,804
Administration $160,012

Total $2,852,431

*For more detailed financials reach out to Kristin Williams at kristin@openlandtrust.org  or  (843) 521-2175

11%

80%

3% 6%

89%

5% 6%

Hear Katie’s 

story in her own 

words by using 

the QR code. 

P R O T E C T E D  F O R E V E R  I N  2 0 2 2
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River Swamp connects more than 15 miles of 
protected Combahee River frontage, bridging the gap 
between the confluence of the Little Salkehatchie and 
Salkehatchie Rivers and the ACE Basin National Wildlife 
Refuge Combahee Unit. This contiguous protected 
river corridor creates a haven for both wildlife and 
outdoor enthusiasts, offering unparalleled recreational 
opportunities and a thriving ecosystem.

The Combahee River, which flows 45 miles inland 
primarily supports a freshwater ecosystem, providing 
a sanctuary for a diverse array of fish like the Atlantic 
sturgeon, redbreast sunfish, bluegill, and white catfish. 
The forested wetlands provide shade, keeping water 
temperatures cool for fish, turtles and other critters.

The property contributes to the region’s forestry 
economy, maintaining a healthy working landscape. 
Over 200 acres of property closest to the river will 
remain untouched, contributing to the health of the 
Combahee River, ensuring a bright future for this vital 
natural resource.

Protecting River Swamp not only preserves the region’s 
unique beauty but also benefits the entire community 
by safeguarding the ACE Basin watershed. The 
landowners, the South Carolina Conservation Bank, 
and with your help, the OLT came together to protect 
this land, ensuring that the Combahee River and 
surrounding lands thrive for generations to come.

In the heart of South Carolina’s Lowcountry, the protection of River Swamp stands as a significant milestone in 
the ongoing efforts to safeguard the region’s natural beauty and ecological diversity. This 1,017-acre property, 
nestled along the picturesque Combahee River, holds immense natural beauty and expansive habitat for 
plants and animals of the Lowcountry. 

Combahee River conservation
Protecting the rivers and forests that sustain us

Located just north of the Whale Branch River, Lobeco Farms  
has been a working farm for much of the 20th and early  
21st centuries. 

But not all farms have survived the passage of time.

Every hour 85 acres of working lands are lost to development or 
other uses. Once that land is gone, it’s lost forever.

Thankfully, when an agricultural investor put Lobeco Farms up 
for sale, private landowners saw the urgency to save the farm 
and conserve it with the Open Land Trust in 2022.  This act of 
generosity is one critical step to reverse a trend of farmland loss 
in Beaufort County and provide the next generation of farmers an 
opportunity to work the land.

Beaufort and Jasper counties are home to 296 farms according 
to the USDA-National Agricultural Census. These farms produce 
over $33 million in all products sold including produce, animal 
products, and sod. Healthy working lands conserved and cared 
for over time are an essential part of a thriving economy. 

Thanks to the landowners and the Beaufort County Rural and 
Critical Land Preservation Program this farm will remain a part of 
the economic and social fabric of our community.

Farmland surrounds Beaufort 
today and forever
Farming into the future 

Quick 
Facts

P R O T E C T E D  F O R E V E R  I N  2 0 2 2 P R O T E C T E D  F O R E V E R  I N  2 0 2 2

6
About Conservation 
Easements
Conserving your land is always a big 
decision. Here are a few key points to 
consider if you, or someone you know,  
is interested in land conservation.

1   Ownership Retained  You retain  
your private property rights and can  
sell, lease, or pass your land on to  
your family.

2   Flexible  Farming, forestry, hunting, 
recreational uses, and a limited number 
of house sites and/or property divisions 
may be permitted.

3   Financial Benefits  You may also 
greatly reduce your federal income 
tax liability for several years, starting 
the year you conserve your land. 
Compensation through local, state  
and federal grant funding may also  
be available. 

4   Tailored to You  All conservation 
easements are unique to the land  
it conserves and to your vision for  
your property.

5   Voluntary  All landowners who 
decide to conserve their land with a 
conservation easement do so voluntarily.

6   Estate Planning Benefits  Conserving 
your land can help with your estate 
planning, reduce your estate taxes,  
and allows for a transition to the  
next generation.

For more information, please go to our 
website openlandtrust.org.
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$500 +
Franklin E. Agnew
Isa and Bob Allen
Anonymous  (2)
Arthur Baer
Bay Street Outfitters
Harold Bowen 
Camp Green Dog
Lalla Lee Campsen
William Cook
Allison and Ben Coppage
Joan and Jack Crawford
Charlsie Cantey-Davidson and  

Doug Davidson
Donna and Rae Dehncke
Christine Demosthenes
Judy and Steve Doyle
Sarah and Greg Dyson
Susan Farnham
Maggie and Chuck Ford
Jane and Michael Frederick
Harriette and Kinney Gause
Gaylynn Golden and Jim Basara
Judith and Edward Grassi
Alison and Mark Guilloud
Linda Harris
Dr. Michael Harris
	 Annual	Meeting	Sponsor
Connie Haskell
Carter Hoyt and Larry White
Debbie and David Huguenin
Mr. and Mrs. Conway G. Ivy
Barbara and Randall James
Joan Jordan
David Kelly
Montague Laffitte
Larry and Diane Laughlin
Gregory Lee and Jennifer Boucek
Susanand Craig Leister
Lynn and Wheeler CPAs, PA
Mr. and Mrs. William D. McKee, Jr.
Pat and Tom McNeil
Thomas Mikell
Diana Reed and Mary Adkins
Mr. David C. Reeves
William C. Robinson
Tony Royal
Nancy and Dave Russell
Brooke and Dana Streep
Bill and Shanna Sullivan
Cathleen and David Tuley
Jerry and Connie Voight
Fred Wallace
Susan Wallace
Martha Lynn and Charlie Webb
Wendy Wilson

$250 +
John Allen and Patricia Underwood
Donna and Don Altman
Saskia and Steve Amaro
Nancy Andrepont
Anonymous (6)
Kathy Barr and John Strother 
Rod Bartlett
Luke and Geneva Baxley
Terry and Linda Borgert 
Jackson Brown
Rosemary Brulotte 
Angie Y. Calhoun
Beth and Chris Campbell
Mike Canavan
Charlise Cantey
Richard Cedrone
Nelson Coar
Brad and Cindy Collins 
Karen and Andy Cook
Kensley and Austin Crosby

William Crossman
Carl Davis 
Susan Dickey
Vernita F. Dore
Betsy Doughtie
Emily Durso
Lee Edwards
Emboogie and the Porch Possums
	 Winner	of	the	Temple	of	 

Sport	Cook-Off
Shannon and Kendall Erickson
Nancy and Jeff Fisher 
Brenda and David Fontenot
Benjamin T. Franklin
Dorothy Gnann
Debbie and Bob Goldman
Thomas Gozdecki
Dr. and Mrs. Gene Grace
Betty and David Grady
Mary and John Gray
Bryan Green
Jim Grimsley
John Harris
Kay and John Harris

Harry Haslam
Barbara and Randall James
Beverly Jennings
Kathleen and James Jordan
Stephen Kelly
Marnie and David Kelly
Nancy and Don King
Andy and Betsy Kinghorn
Terry and Kerie Kremian
Rick and Gloria Kurz
Dr. and Mrs. H. Lucius Laffitte, Jr. 
Mary and Norris Lafitte
	 Norris	and	Mary	Laffite 

Charitable	Fund
Virginia and Charles Lane
Joan and Allam Lassiter 
Mr. and Mrs. Tristan Lehnert
Peter and Allison Lemm
John Little 
John McCarter 
Tim McClinton and Sidney Wagner

Pat and Suzanne McGarity
Marlot and Patrick McMichael
Elizabeth and Earl McMillen
	 Give	Lively	Foundation
J. Thomas Mikell
James and Mary Murphy
Terry and David Murray
Susan G. and John G. Neely
Cheryl and John Neison
Joan Nicol
Lucia and Ty O’Farrell
Palmetto State Bank
Vernon and Johan Peers
Renaissance Charitable 
Ashley Rhodes 
Bill Robinson
Joan and Dick Schmaltz
Jerry and Missy Schulze
Henry Schuster 
Dr. and Mrs. G. Heath Simmons
Marty and Mark Sinkhorn
Nancy and Donald Smith
Elizsabeth and Wade St. John
Christine L. Stanley

Ainsley and Thomas Tayloe
William B. Ten Eyck
Patty and Skip Vanderwarker
Brianna and O.C. Welch
Mr. and Mrs. Henry West
Rick and Mary Wightman
Kristin and Lloyd Willliams 
Mr. Lee Wilwerding
Charlene Young
Julie Zachowski
Cheryl Zuellig

$100 +
Betty and Leonard Allen
Don Altman
Wendy Anstaett
Claire and Straud Armstrong
A. Chapman Bailey
Laura Baker
Allison and Todd Baker 
John and Ann Ballantyne

John and Marge Barber 
Gail and Bill Bardenwerper
Angela and Parker Barnes
Kathy Barr and John Strother
Cindy Baysden
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Beary 
Beaufort Garden Club
Shelby and William Boblick
Mrs. Emmy Bocek
James Brown
	 Give	Lively	Foundation
Welsley C. Brown 
Jackson D. Brown
Rob Cahill
George P. Cannon
Kim Carpenter and Sheila Corbett
Barbara and Robert Carroll
Charles Carson
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel W. Chesnutt
Margret Sue Collins
Susan Converse
Lisa and Smitty Cooler 
Jane and Hazen Culley
John Daly

You are the heart of the Lowcountry
Caring people from across our region and beyond made 2022 a banner year

2022 Open Land Trust Supporters

      As lifelong Beaufort resident I spent my 
childhood in these woods, creeks, and rivers. I 

can’t think of a more important investment in 
my children’s future than affording them the 

same formative experiences that I had.”
– Matt Phifer 

“
In Honor of
Lauren Plate
	 Sea	Island	Garden	Club
Patricia Battey
	 Rick	and	Ruth	Ann	Lawson
Laura Lee Rose
 Oldfield	Travel	and	Outdoor	Club
Priscilla Merrick
	 Avid	Gardners
Brian Flewelling
	 Kriss	and	Ron	Lewis
	 Henry	Robertson
	 Beaufort	Rentals
	 Libby	Anderson	and	 

		Paul	Nurnberg
Dr. Zabrensky and Dr. Hoffman
	 Paula	Brulotte-Kirsch

Grants
Coastal Community Foundation
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley 

Foundation
Land Trust Alliance 

In Memory of
Daniel Stokes
	 Shannon	and	Al	Stokes
D. Ward
	 Sharon	and	Richard	Shealy
Lila F. Shealy
	 Sharon	and	Richard	Shealy
Tommy Baysden
	 Liz	and	Thomas	Maybank
Harriette Russell
	 Mark	W.	Russell
Lucas Schmidt
 Janine Atchison
Ralph Davis
	 Carolyn	Davis
Deacon William Lacombe
	 Mrs.	Dot	Gnann
George Madlinger
	 Mrs.	Dot	Gnann
Carolyn Gozdecki
	 Thomas	Gozdecki
Frances Parker
	 Carol	Gudedalia
	 Linda	Askey
Elizabeth Kitteridge
	 Jane	and	George	Forsythe
	 Margaret	and	Peter	Lacouture
Michael Hipps
	 Michelle	Hipps
	 Angela	and	Billy	Glenn	Allen
	 Connie	Allen
	 Brenda	Allen
	 Karen	and	Steve	Byrd
Mrs. Betty Waskiewicz
	 Alex	Shuford
	 Scott	Doyon
 Anne Helm
	 Downtown	Development		 

		Authority	and	Community	 
		&	Economic	Development

	 Joyce	and	Roger	Zipfel
	 Julia	and	Jan	Zachowski

THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT!
*To	the	best	of	our	
knowledge,	this	list	
reflects	donations	
received	in	the	2022	
calendar	year.	If	there	
is	an	error	or	omission,	
please	contact	our	
office	and	we	will	

make	the	appropriate	
changes	in	our	
database.

$20,000 +
Katy and Brian Altemus 
	 Harry	F.	Mariani	Family	

Foundation
Mary and Ed Leary

$10,000 +
Mills Bee Lane Foundation 
Katherine and Robert Loftus 
Kathy and Steve Parks 
Deborah and Stuart Tenney

$5,000 +
Kathy and Martin Dudley
Carole Longmeyer
Teri and Rob New
Fran and Dennis Nolan 

$2,500 +
Kelly and Dirk Baker 
	 Deer	Crossing	Fund
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Cannon
David Davenport
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Garcia 
Molly and Parker Moore
Southland Wildlife Seed
Mrs. Bailey Symington 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Williams III
Dr. Karen Zabrensky and  

Dr. James Hoffman

$1,000 +
Libby Anderson and  

Paul Nurnberg
Cindy and Ford Bartholow
Patricia and Colden Battey
Nancy and Howell Beach 
Beaufort Film Society
Audry McBrantley Bittner 
Ms. Alexis W. Bomar
Dan and Marty Boone
	 Dan	and	Merrie	Boone	

Foundation	
Beth and Denis Brosnan
Kit and Louis Bruce
Anne and Bill Chatfield 
Molly and Dawson Cherry 
Richard L. Childs 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Sheldon Clark
Cassandra King Conroy
John and Cathy Cooney
Susan and Joe Credle
Amelie and Phillip Cromer
Patti and James Crower 
Rosemary and Kevin Cuppia

Nelson Danish
Rebecca Davenport
Stephen Davis
	 Davis	Family	Foundation,	Inc.
Suzie Parker and Joe DeVoe
Andrea Durkin and  

Martin McCoy
Diane and John Fisk
Brad Fleming
Arlene Flick
William and Kathy Folsom
Harriette Gause
Mitzi and Fred Golod
Hugh Gouldthorpe
Eileen and Cary Griffin
Martha and William Harvey
Dean Hewitt
Jan and David House
Andrew and Leanne Jones
Marilyn and Paul Jones
James Kistler 
Robin Leverton
Karen and John Little
Libby and William Lowndes, IV
Elizabeth and Bruce MacGregor
Sue and Paul Mannheim
Carolyn and Jeff Mason
Karin McCormick
Kay and Tom Mills
Mr. William D. Moss, Jr. and  

Mrs. Wendy Zara
Sue Parker and Joseph DeVoe
Douglas L. Paul
Nelle Pender
Dan Peternell
	 Peternell	Family	Fund
Gretchen Reibold
Alice and John Reid
	 Reid	Family	Charitable	Fund
Peggy and Wayne Reynolds
Cindy and Tom Rochester 
Joseph Scallan 
Kate and Paul Schaefer 
Alex Shuford
Travis Stewart and Bob Nulton
Nicolaus Stifel
Odette Strahan and C.J. Miller 
Amy and Sonny Thorpe
Caroline and John M. Trask 
John Trask, III
Lara Vaughan and Edward Dukes
Mr. and Mrs. Beekman Webb
John Wallace Webster
David and Ann Westerlund
Caroline and Garrett Wreden

2022 Open Land Trust Supporters

This summer we said a 
fond farewell to Haley 
Romeo, our outreach and 
administrative coordinator 
for the past four years.  
We wish Haley well in her 
new role at Riverview Charter School and will miss 
her smiling face and outreach support at OLT.

Fond farewell
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Lois Cavanagh
Linda M. and E. Owen Clary
Aubrey and Jeanne Cochran
Paige Couper
Steve Crabb 
Linda Crescione
Patty and Jim Crower
Jane and Hazen Culley
Michael Curtis
Chuck and Gloria Dalvini
Carolyn Davis
Susan Dressler
Shelley and Timothy Driver
Courtney and Kevin Dukes
Eliza and Josh Dunn
Tim and Webby Dyches
Judy Dyer
Leon Ember
Patricia and John Fakunding
Angel and Brian Flewelling
Sally Duncan Fordham
Jane Forsythe
Fiore Foster
Gail Garcia
Alicia Gauther 
Owen and Patsy Hand
Melinda and Bob Hare
Dina Harper-Beard
Linda and Greg Irving
Judith Jameson
Sarah Jenkins
Anne Jennings

Sharon and David Jennings
Bill Jirousek
Susan D. Johnson
Andrew W. Jones 
Caroline and Chris Jones
Mark Jordan
John Kenney
Kay D. Kinard
Donald King
Barbara Kingsbury
George Kops
Lady’s Island Garden Club
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur A. Lamas
Kathleen and Lewis B. Leopard 
Cheryl and Brad Lisk
Kathie and Steve Livingston
Lynn W. Long
Peggy Lucas
John and Beth Mahaffey
Cait Maloney 
Lydia and Adam Mandel
Gale Marrone
Dr. Emily Mayer 
Janet McCauley
Dawn and Jim McDonald
Brenda and Claude McLeod
Lyn McNeil
June Meeker 
David Meilander
Leah Melvin
Kay E. Merrill
Alice Miller 

James Morrissey
Susan Mountrey
Roni Neill
John Nemeth
Linda and Patrick Nestor
Lorraine Nicholson
Ms. Louise T. O’Neal
Anna O’Quinn
Ellen Osmanski
Patricia R. Parker
Shirley Parsons
Brooke Pearson
JanClay Peavley
Corrine and Richard Peters 
James Pfeifer
Amy and Richard Pollitzer
Beverly Porter 
Barbara Price 
Katherine Pringle
Andrea and Mark Pritchard
Elizabeth Purvis
Gary Rakestraw
Cynthia Rankin and  

Geoffery O’Brien
Jo Ella Rentz
Sandra and Kevin Rice
Daniel and Bobbie Riedel
Jacob Rivers
Edie Rodgers
Mary and Noah Rosenstein
Susan and Wayne Rushton
Mark Weiser Russell

Robert Sanders, Jr.
	 Summerland	Plantation
Catherine Sarvey
Camille Saviego
Tim and Karen Schiewe
Gil Seigler 
Karen Seminary
Diane Sesler 
Jane and Richard Sheehan
Dr. and Mrs. Heath Simmons
Nelle M. Smith
Caryn Snydal
Jo Anne Solesbee
Pam R. Sooy
Susan Spence
Donna and Donald Starkey
Kimberly and Richard Steinbrock
Lee M. Stockell
Mary and John Tatum
University of Tennessee Department 

of Forestry, Wildlife and Fisheries
Patricia VonHarten
Patricia and Richard Washnock
Larry Watkins 
Michele and John Weaber 
George Westerfield
Robert Weyeneth
Jessie White
Missy Whitmire
Julie and Tim Williams 
Greg and Carol Ann Wilson

Zanne and Tom Daniels
Ms. Carolyn J. Davis
Laura de Frise and Steven Rugo
Robert and Barbara Deloach
Larry Dewalt and Joanne Parrish
Barbara Dittmer 
Raymond Dominick
Elaine Donohue
G. Geddes Dowling
Susan Dressler
Charles and Carolyn Dunlap
Susan and David Easton
Mary Fairbanks
Dave and Barb Farrior
Jane Dowling Fender 
Robert Ferguson
Ann Smith Finn

Suzanne and Bruce Fleming
Bryan and Geni Flowers-Buquet
Jane Forsythe
Fiore Foster
Dale Friedman and Phil Fairbanks
Dr. Mike Fritz
Mr. Katsuhiro Fujino
Jim and Weezie Gibson
Nancy and D.C. Gilley
John Giralt
Mrs. Dot Gnann
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Goodwin
Winn and Charles Goodwin
John and Anne Goss
Hayden Greer
Sharon and Scott Griswold
Terry Gromel
Sarah and Steve Guida 
Rosa Lee and Sterling Hall 
Dina Harper-Beard
Nancy Hayes
Robert and Jane Hester
Ann Higgins
Kate and Larry Hines
Merle Hoagland
 Juliana Hoekstra and  

Jeff Adolphsen
Howell, Gibson and Hughes 

Helon and Chuck Hrushka
Dawn and Perry Hubbard
Mr. and Mrs. Sonny Huntley
Ann and David Irwin
Janet Jacobs
Dr. and Mrs. Randy and  

Barbara James
Martha and Joe Jennings
Linda and Robert Jewett
Deborah S. Johnson
Carola Jowers
Anne and William Kennedy 
Denis Kerrigan
Connie and Michael Kling
Kat and Kevin Klingler
Marilynn E. Koerber
Anthony Kukulich

Michele and Peter Lami
Linda Laighlin
Richard Lawson
James and Christine Leach
Kathy Lee
Walter and Anne Lee
Janet and John Leonardi
Mrs. May J. Lepionka
Daniel and Brenda Lesesne
Patrick and Cindy Levelle
Ron and Kriss Lewis
Brenda Litchfield
Mr. and Mrs. William Lowndes, IV
Billie Maier
Jack Maloney
Paul and Sue Mannheim
Cheryl and Norman Mansson
Ansley Manuel
Peter Marzluff
Kathy McCaskey
Mitzi McClure
Suzanne and Pat Mcarity 
McLeod & Sons
Brenda and Claude McLeod
Laura McMeans
David C. Meilander and  

Ellen J. Whitlock
Kay Merrill

Delinda Mix
Jen and Moneagle
Audrey and Rob Montgomery
Susan and Andrew Morris
Abby and Robert Morris
Alice Moss 
Wendy Moustakas and Bill Suter
Joan and Steve Moyer 
Marilyn Mueller
Sally and Tom Murphy
Carolyn and Bill Nettles
Bob and Mary-Jane Newbert 
Pam and John Newman
Joan and William Nicol
Tina Novit
Catherlie Oomans
Josie and Bill Paddock

Sandra and Ed Pappas
Shirley Parsons
Jan Parsons
DeDe Passeggio
Peter and Anna Pearks
Maeve E. Perno
Elizabeth Pisano
P.A. Pollitt
Barbara Price
Katherine Pringle
Joan and Gerald Purcell
Gayle and John Purvis
Gretchen Reibold
George and Alison Reynolds
Jeanne and Craig Robinson
Renee Romberger and  

Kevin Hennick
Haley and Joseph Romeo 
Phillip Roos
Laura Lee Rose
Bob and Caren Ross
Nikki and Jason Ruhf
Susan and Bob Sadlier
Ivey and Owen Savage
Camile Saviego
Theresa and Ted Scheetz
Stephen Schein
Beth and Frank Schetroma

Mary Schorsch
Mary and Al Segars
Richard and Sharon Shealy
Silent Angels
Martha and Marty Sinkhorn
Linda and Jack Slovic
Carolyn and Lamar Smith
D. Paul Sommerville
Janet and Herb Soule
Martha and Taylor Spencer
Mimi and Peter Stangel
Cheryl and Roger Steele
Shauna and Tom Steiwer
Rolland and Catherine Stemland
Lt. Col. and Mrs. Raymond H. Stocks
Shannon and Al Stokes 
Douglas Storrs 
Odette Strahan
Barry and Maddie Trevor
Matt A. Trumps
Lisa and Stan Tupper 
Connie and Jerry Voight
Gretchen and Bruce Wager
Joan Walsh
Shellie and Brandon Waring
Michele and John Weaber 
Brianna and O.C. Welch
Beverly and Michael Whitaker 
Hi and Jim Williams
Eileen Williams and John Beaucaire
Lee Wilwerding
Erin Witt
Kristy and Timothy Wood
Corinne Woodman
Elizabeth Younger
Jill and John Zlogar

$100 -
Ann and Louis Ackerman
Adrieanne “Tally” Angle
Anonymous (5)
Guy Apicella and Ginny Hall-Apicella
Janine Atchison
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Baggette
Edward and Judith Bailey
Ann and John Ballantyne
John and Marjorie Barber
William Barlow
Jacquie and Rob Bartlett
Pamela and Edward Berg
Donna Berger
Frank J. Biermann
Robert Breckenridge
Lee Bridgewater 
Virginia Burkes-Pumpelly
Meg and Duke Busa
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Bush
Evelyn Caldwell
Mary and Buddy Campbell
Anne F. Caughman

Estate gifts are among the highest complements donors 
can pay to organizations that they care about. The Open 
Land Trust is honored to be included in the personal 
legacies of its supporters. The Bluff Legacy Circle honors 
those members and friends who preserve the mission of 
the Open Land Trust for generations to come through an 
estate gift.

Planned gifts leave a legacy that allows for the stewardship 
and land protection to continue for years to come, 
protecting the legacy of the Lowcountry forever.  The name 
was chosen because the Bluff, the first protected property 
of the Land Trust, has served as an iconic vista in Beaufort 
for over fifty years. 

Becoming a member of The Bluff Legacy Circle is easy. If 
you are interested in being recognized as a member of The 
Bluff Legacy Circle, please contact us today.

2022 Open Land Trust Supporters 2022 Open Land Trust Supporters

Join others as a part of the

The Bluff Legacy Circle
The Bluff Legacy Circle
Mrs. Elizabeth Caldwell
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Moses
Mrs. Sarah Pringle
Mr. Gerald H. Schulze
Mrs. Constance Thompsen
Mr. James Van Dusen
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Wightman
Ms. Nancy Wishart

I have supported the Open Land trust  
for over 25 years. As I drive by places like 

Bay Street Bluff, Bellamy Curve and Lemon 
Island I feel a sense of pride in what we have 

accomplished. And I am grateful.”
– Terry Murray

“



2023 Board Members2023 Board Members
Colden R. Battey, Jr
 President
Thomas Tayloe 
	 Vice	President
Al Segars 
 Secretary
Alex Shuford 
 Treasurer
Vernita F. Dore
Edward Dukes
Connie Horton
Bridget Norton
Matt Phifer
Al Stokes
Beekman Webb 

Founding TrusteesFounding Trustees
Marguerite Broz 
John M. Trask, Jr.
Betty Waskiewicz

SStafftaff  
Kristin Williams  
 Executive	Director
Ashley Rhodes  
	 Director	of	Events
Caylor Romines  
	 Director	of	Stewardship
Kate Schaefer  
 Director	of	Land	Protection
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FOLLOW US ON

Did you know?
Painted buntings are actually members of the cardinal family. You may have seen 
flashes of red, blue and green as one flies by. One of the most stunning birds visually, 
they are very protective of their territory and will fiercely defend it against other birds. 
While some stay in the Lowcountry year-round, most migrate to the Caribbean and 
tropics for winter, returning in the spring and summer to breed and raise their young. 
These living rainbows rely on the open lands of the coast to interior farmlands for food 
and shelter. That means OLT’s conservation work is important not only the people of 
the Lowcountry, but to the well-being of our feathered friends like the painted bunting. 

There are many ways to give

YEAR-END GIFT | MONTHLY GIFT | GIFT OF STOCK | BEQUEST

You can make a big difference for the people and places of the  
Lowcountry. Donating to OLT helps protect habitat for animals, farmlands  
that provide fresh food and keeps natural spaces open and accessible to locals and 
visitors alike. Visit openlandtrust.org to donate or call Kristin Williams, Executive 
Director at (843) 521-2175 to discuss a gift that’s meaningful to you.

Please provide us with 
your most current contact 

information including email 
address. Send to:  info@

openlandtrust.org

STAY UP TO 
DATE, SIGN UP 

FOR ENEWS

JENN CLEMENTONI


